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Information sheet 
Literature searches as a basis for evidence-based 
research  
 
Evidence-based research must involve the transparent use of previous research to answer relevant 
questions in a valid and efficient manner. [1,2]. 
 
A structured, transparent, and reproducible literature search is recommended to summarize the 
current state of knowledge and demonstrate the necessity of the planned research project. 
Accordingly, own research projects and the expected findings can be placed in scientific context, 
which is essential for the preparation of funding applications, study protocols and also (after 
appropriate updating) final publications [1]. 
 
In some cases, it may be opportune and useful to prepare a «Systematic Review» of the literature and 
publish it as an independent research project.  
 
 

Formats 

It is helpful to clarify early in the project planning which type of literature review is appropriate with 
regard to the own research context: 
 

a) Illumination of the scientific context («Research in Context») or a rapid review of the 
previous literature leading to the actual research question («Rapid Review») 
 

b) Summarizing all available evidence as completely as possible («Systematic overview 
/Systematic Review»). Depending on the scope of the question to be investigated, two 
common types of review can be distinguished: 
 

• Scoping Review (evidence review without critical evaluation) 
• Systematic Review with or without meta-analysis (to answer a defined research 

question) 
 
 
 
Support 
 
In cooperation with the University Medical Library, we offer methodological and statistical support in 
the planning and conduct of literature reviews and meta-analyses. 
 
For free-of-charge consulting and further questions please contact us: contactform.dkfbasel.ch 
 
 
  

https://dkf.unibas.ch/de/services/methodik-studiendesign/systematic-reviews-auftragsrecherchen/
https://ub.unibas.ch/en/locations/university-medical-library/
https://contactform.dkfbasel.ch/
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